
Sawubona
and welcome to Mdluli Safari Lodge



Hello
Sawubona, and welcome to Mdluli Safari Lodge. 

Sawubona means “Hello” in Siswati, the mother tongue of our Community.

You’ll notice the statue of our late father, Inkhosi MZ Mdluli, that stands proudly in the shade 
of the Marula tree just as you enter the lodge past reception.  

Our father had a vision of community upliftment and infrastructure development. For decades 
he relentlessly fought for the restitution of this land. He sought to see this land, on which the 
lodge is built, realising value for the entire Mdluli Community through an ongoing tourism 
initiative. I continue in his honour, with the same commitment to ensuring that, under my 
leadership and guidance, his vision becomes a reality. 

Through the direct financial benefits, and broader social and economic benefits of this lodge, 
I undertake to bring stability and social cohesion to our Community. I remain committed 
that the children of the Mdluli Royal Family and the Mdluli Community shall go to universities. 
Schools, roads and clinics shall be upgraded, and poverty shall be eradicated through 
education and the creation of skills, employment and business opportunities. 

I thank you for choosing to stay at this beautiful lodge. Your stay leaves a lasting positive 
impact on the Community, Mpumalanga Province and South Africa. This land is sacred to us, 
and we are pleased to share it with you. 

Wishing you a very memorable stay. 

Inkhosi MI Mdluli 
Senior Traditional Leader 
Mdluli Royal Family & Mdluli Traditional Council 

15 January 2020



The story of  the lodge is grounded in the dynamic fusion of the rawness of the African bush 
with the authentic charm of Siswati tradition. The full sensory immersion, that is the essence 
of the lodge’s experience, is expressed throughout, connecting guests to the unique, 
yet ancestrally familiar natural environment. 

Each area of the lodge is intentionally positioned to maximise views into the Kruger National 
Park, creating a feeling of always being connected to the beauty and serenity of the natural 
surroundings.

Thank you for choosing 
to be a part of the Mdluli story. 

We trust you will feel enriched by the experiences 
you gain, and leave feeling good about 
the positive impact you are leaving behind. 
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Mdluli Safari Lodge is the story of one man’s vision for his people and for 
this land. Today this land is significant for so many reasons. 

After a long journey of land restitution, the Mdluli Community have freehold title of 850 
hectares of land, inside the borders of the iconic Kruger National Park. This luxurious, 
private safari lodge was developed with the purpose of sustainably improving the lives and 
infrastructure of the Mdluli Community.

The Community, who live in villages adjacent to the Park, receive direct financial and 
indirect social and economic benefits from the lodge’s operations. Alongside skills-based job 
creation, whereby nearly 90% of the lodge’s team comes from the Community, the lodge 
creates sustainable business opportunities as well as increased land value. 

It’s taken years of dedication towards the realisation of this project. A development like this 
is dependent on establishing a harmonious relationship between tourism, environment and 
community. Mdluli Safari Lodge is a blueprint for best practice community development 
projects in South Africa.

The journey of the

Community



Mdluli Safari Lodge is situated inside the borders 
of the Kruger National Park, one of the world’s 
natural heritage sites.

Kruger 
National Park 



The Kruger National Park is one of the largest game 
reserves in Africa. It covers an area of 19,485 km2. 
The Park is famously home to Africa’s big 5 - 
lion, buffalo, elephant, rhino and leopard. 

As part of your stay you will enjoy open vehicle safari drives, led by experienced guides. 

They will take you on drives along the 850 hectares of land owned by the Mdluli Community. 

Guests at the lodge will enjoy exclusive traversing areas. Please note, all safari game drives 

go on official SANParks roads, and no off-roading (by guides or in your own vehicle) is 

permitted.

You are already located inside the Park. If you traveled to the lodge by car, you are welcome 

to self drive in your vehicle. Please note that self drives are only permitted on SANParks 

public roads, and not on Mdluli concession land. Our team at reception will be able to 

provide you with further details, suggested routes and a map. All guests visiting the Park are 

required to pay SANParks conservation and entry fees, and enter/exit subject to SANParks 

terms and conditions. 

Mdluli Safari Lodge is a fully fenced lodge, and protected by solar-powered, heat-sensitive 

cameras, monitored 24/7. This is the territory of the Big 5, as well as other predators and 

dangerous animals. The perimeter fence of the lodge is electrified, so please do not touch. 

Be sure to keep yourself and all children at least 5m from the fence at all times. Should you 

see an animal near the fence, please move safely back. Animals who are provoked will either 

run away or become aggressive.

Gate Times

All guests need to adhere to the strict Park opening and closing times. In the event that you 

arrive back late you will be charged a late entry and escort fee. We urge you to please advise 

the lodge reception or manager on duty as soon as possible.

Opening and closing times of all the Kruger National Park gates: 

November to March: Open 05h30 and closes 18h30. 

April to September: Open 06h00 and closes 18h00. 

May to July: Open 06h00 and closes at 17h30. 

August and September: Open 06h00 and closes at 18h00. 

Numbi Gate is in closest proximity to our lodge, just 6km away.



The lodge, 
and your tent



Each of the 50 luxuriously designed tents at the lodge have the same interiors and amenities. 

Reception
Our reception team are available 24 hours a day and can be reached by dialing 9 from your in-room phone.

Telephone
The telephone situated at your bedside will enable you to contact reception 24 hours a day. Mobile signal tends to fluctuate. However a reliable WiFi signal is available 
for all guests.

WiFi
Please feel free to login to our complimentary guest WiFi. There is no password required.   

Accounts
Please ensure that you settle your account in full prior to departure for any beverages, laundry, activities, gratuities and food that has been charged to your room account. 
A copy of your account can be obtained from reception on the evening before your departure.

Air-Conditioning
The air-conditioning is controlled through the use of the remote control situated at your bedside. Please adjust the settings to ensure that you are comfortable when spending 
time in your tent. To change settings on the air conditioner to heating, please ensure you select the “Heat” button on the remote, as opposed to only increasing the temperature 
on the remote control. Alternatively an overhead fan is also provided. 

Sleeper Couch
The sleeper couch can be made up for you. For assistance, please dial 9.

Emergency
In the event of any emergency, please remain calm, and dial 9 to advise reception staff.

Fire
Please familiarize yourself with the fire evacuation plans that are displayed in the main lodge. In the unlikely event of a fire, there is a fire extinguisher located on the patio 
of your your tent. Please dial 9 urgently to get assistance.

Medical Assistance
Should you require a doctor, please contact reception. In the event of a medical emergency an ambulance will be called. 

Safe
A safe is located inside the wardrobe and we suggest that you lock away all your valuables as the lodge cannot accept responsibility for any of our guest’s belongings. 
Please contact reception should you require assistance in opening or closing the safe.

Television
A television is provided in the deck area for guests wishing to catch up on the latest news or sports events.



Housekeeping
Please dial 9 for reception who will ensure that any housekeeping requests are attended to. Please note housekeeping hours are between 07h00 and 22h00.

Hairdryer
For your convenience a hairdryer is provided in your wardrobe. A plug point is located below the full length mirror.

Laundry
A laundry bag and request slip is available in your wardrobe. We offer a same day laundry service on weekdays. Please can we request that your laundry is taken to reception 
before 08h00 to ensure it gets returned to reception by 18h00 for your collection.

Luggage
If you need assistance with your luggage, please contact reception who will gladly arrange a porter for you.

Golf Carts
Please dial 9 should you wish to get someone to drive you from your tent to the main area of the lodge. 

Malaria
Although malaria is not prevalent in this region of the Park, we suggest that you make use of the mosquito nets provided in your tent, and use the complimentary insect 
repellent which can be found in the bathroom.

Mini Bar Fridge
For your convenience we have provided a fridge in your tent. Please visit the bar and make your selection of what you would like to fill your fridge. Mdluli Safari Lodge is 
aiming to be a plastic water bottle-free lodge. Glass bottles are available in your room, and will be refilled daily by our housekeeping team. These bottles should remain in 
your tent and should not be taken on safari drives, or removed from the tent on departure. Mdluli Safari Lodge branded re-usable stainless steel bottles are available for 
purchase at the lodge shop, next to reception. 

Do Not Disturb
Should you prefer not to be disturbed, please place the ‘Just relaxing, do not disturb’ sign on the door to your tent.

Smoking 
Due to potential fire hazards, and for the courtesy of other guests, all tents are strictly non-smoking, and each tent is fitted with a smoke detector. Smoking is only permitted 
in the designated area of the bar. 

Conference Room
The conference room is available to hire and can seat 16 people in boardroom style, or we can accommodate 30 people schoolroom style.



Breakfast 
A sumptuous buffet breakfast is served in the restaurant each morning from 05h30 – 09h30, 
with a wide selection of hot and cold dishes. 

Lunch
An ala carté menu is available from 10h00 to 18h00. Feel free to enjoy delicious meals and 
refreshments at the pool, restaurant, bar or on the deck. All charges can be charged to your 
room and settled on the morning of departure at reception. 

Dinner 
The dinner buffet, or an la carté menu when available is served from 18h00 - 21h00, either in 
the boma or the restaurant. The boma area offers guests intimate dining under the African 
sky, while sitting around the flames of the open fire. The boma is situated adjacent to the 
swimming pool. Please enquire with reception for boma dinner arrangements.

The Bar 
The bar is open daily from 10h00 – 22h00. Enjoy your choice from a carefully selected menu 
of cocktails, liqueurs, wines and cold drinks whilst watching the wildlife from the viewing 
deck. Alternatively, please feel free to stock your mini bar fridge with your favourite drinks 
from our bar. We request that you please sign drinks to your room account. 

Gratuities
If you would like to give a member of our team a gratuity, please hand it directly to him/her. 
No gratuities may be added to the room account. 

A Spectacular
Dining Experience
that perfectly compliments the vista’s of the park 
is guaranteed at all of our restaurants 



Activities
Attractions



Game Drives & Walks
All safari game drives and walks are managed by Echo Africa Tours & Safaris, with 
experienced guides. You may book any additional drives or walks through reception. Please 
dress warmly during the winter months (blankets will be provided). It can get chilly on that 
open game vehicle! Don’t forget to bring along your sightings book, binoculars and cameras! 
All are available for purchase in the lodge shop. Littering in the Park is prohibited, any 
garbage will be collected from you at the end of your drive. All game drives depart from 
outside the reception area. Please make your way to reception 30 minutes prior to the start 
of your drive.  

• Morning game drives depart at 6h30, and last for 3 hours. Tea, coffee and biscuits 
    are served mid-way through the drive. 

• Evening game drives depart at 16h30, and last 3 hours. Light snacks and a selection 
    of  beverages will be served mid-way through the drive.

Safari walks are available for groups of four or more people. Please contact reception to 
enquire. If you have booked a walk, please meet outside reception 30 minutes before the 
departure time. Please ensure you have comfortable footwear, and a sunhat, sunglasses and 
sunscreen, especially during the summer months. Water bottles will be provided by the 
guides.  

Swimming Pool
Enjoy a refreshing dip in the infinity swimming pool, overlooking the river bed. Swimming 
towels are available at reception. Please return them to reception after your swim, or before 
your departure. 

Granite Rock Formation
Be sure to take the short walk, and easy climb to the top of the large granite rock, located 
inside the lodge’s perimeter. It’s the perfect spot to enjoy spectacular 360 degree views of the 
Park. Don’t forget to take your camera with!

Boutique 
The lodge shop is located next to reception, and is open daily from 07h00 – 09h00 and from 
17h00 – 20h00. You’ll find some essential toiletry items, a selection of clothing, swimwear 
accessories and hats, cameras, binoculars, and curios for that little something to remember 
your stay. Light snacks and cold drinks are available for purchase at the bar.

Spa & Gym
The spa and gym are still under construction, and will be open early 2020. Guests who would 
like to enjoy a spa treatment can book through our mobile spa, and treatments can be done 
in the comfort of your luxurious tent, or by the pool. Our team at reception will be happy to 
arrange this for you. 

Cultural Immersion Centre
The Cultural Immersion Centre is due for completion early 2020. It will be located next to 
reception, and will journey guests through the 3 core pillars on which the lodge is created - 
namely, a partnership with the Mdluli Community, wildlife conservation and preservation, 
and ecological design.

Activities & Attractions near the lodge
Golf at the nearby Sabi River Sun or Kruger Park Lodge
Horse Riding
River Rafting
Quad biking
Zip-line
Hot Air Ballooning
Big Swing in Graskop

Attractions
Bourkes Luck, Blyde River Canyon, God’s Window, Mac Mac Falls, Long Tom Pass
Pilgrims Rest, The Panorama Tour

Brochures are available at reception should you wish to get additional information about 
these activities and attractions.




